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ABSTRACT: 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


To provide an electric or electronic circuit arrangement (100) and a method of 


protecting at least a chip arrangement (200), for example, at least a (semiconductor) chip 
arrangement, particularly at least a controller chip arrangement for a chip card or smart card 
from manipulation and/or abuse, in which an optical attack by means of light irradiation on a 
controller chip arrangement itself and on a dielectric coating, particularly an insulating layer 
and/or passivation layer and/or further protective coating covering the controller chip 
arrangement for protecting the integrated circuit from external influences, both on the front 
side of the controller chip arrangement and on the substantially unprotected rear side of the 
controller chip arrangement can be reliably and permanently averted, 

at least one, particularly optosensitive detector unit (10), whose output voltage 
(V ou t) is a measure of the incidence of light (Li) on the detector unit (10), and 

at least one comparator unit (20) preceded by the detector unit (10) provided 
for comparing the output voltage (V ou t) of the detector unit (10) with a reference voltage 
(V re f), wherein the data and/or functions of the chip arrangement (200) to be protected can be 
temporarily or permanently obstructed and/or erased (L) and/or blocked (S) and/or 
interrupted in the case of a failure message occurring during comparison of the output voltage 
(Vout) of the detector unit (10) with the reference voltage (VW) are provided. 
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